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16 June 2020

The Provincial and District Presidents

Members
COVID-19 update

On the 11th June 2020 the Minister of Art, Sport and Culture issued a Government Gazette proclamation number 43434 of volume 660. In this document he set forth conditions under which ‘professional’ ‘non-contact’ sport would be able to resume restricted activities. Our interpretation of all the definitions placed within this document clearly, in our opinion, identified our sport as falling outside of those sport bodies that could resume activities and this was communicated to all members on the 12th June 2020.

In order to understand our position on the matter of government intervention we need to place on record that on the 14th May 2020 in accordance with the request made of us we submitted our original return to play strategy to SASCOC which detailed all the health and safety protocols necessary. Apparently, this document was returned by the Government with the instruction to SASCOC for them to submit a combined submission on behalf of the sport federations. It is not clear what was done in relation to our submission but in view of the fact that we have no feedback we have decided to, as provided for in the afore-mentioned Government Gazette, submit a risk assessment strategy directly to the Department of Sport, Art and Culture. These documents, a copy of which can be viewed on our website, will be submitted both electronically and by hand. Immediately upon the acceptance of our plan and as approved by the Department of Sport, Art and Culture we will put in motion steps for the return to play.

I would also, at this point, like to express my disappointment at the reaction we have had from our clubs and some districts on their non-return of information that we sought in order to make a qualitative representation to the Government on finances and human resources as they affect us during this period. Of the four-hundred and fifty-six clubs we have on our database only 129 returned fully completed information this being less than fifty percent of the clubs within those districts. Clubs citied ‘confidentiality’ as reason for non-submission which, in itself, is a bit surprising given the obligation, I hope, for clubs to share financial results with their members. Eight districts submitted absolutely zero, nothing, no information at all. This is in stark contrast, according to information shared with us, about the support given by golf clubs to their federation which assisted their ability to present qualitative data to the government. We as the Executive and per se Bowls South Africa are constantly receiving abuse on social media and other platforms for ‘doing nothing’ for our members yet when we reach out to them for support this is simply ignored by the vast majority. This comment should not distract from those clubs that did respond to our request and for this we extend our sincere thanks for the time taken to submit such data. 

On the 11th June 2020 an email was directed to the membership with an accompanying document that had suggested health and safety protocols that clubs might need to comply with in the event we are able to return to play. The documents on our website, in many respects, endorses provisions and statements made in the original document, supersede all the previous communication on this matter and may be viewed and used by clubs as a basis for preparation for return to play. You will also note from the documentation that clubs are going to have to certify their readiness and compliance with all the provisions contained within these documents. Districts will be charged with ensuring each club has submitted their certificate of compliance before such club will be allowed to allow any persons to return to play.

In conclusion I would like to record my appreciation to the Executive and staff of Bowls SA who have put in a huge amount of hard work in the interests of trying to get us somewhere near ready for the time when we do return to play. You will note from the contents of the documents accompanying this mail that there is a good deal of preparation that clubs will need to undertake in order to be declared ready to go so I urge all of you to start putting plans in place that are needed to meet the demands of compliance that we will need to follow.

Kind Regards
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Robert Forbes

President
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