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BOWLS SOUTH AFRICA - GOLD SQUAD POLICY

1. All players interested in competing internationally must participate in their district’s Z-Squad assessment events. – A minimum of 3 a year –with data from the previous 24 months and the assessment camp are made available to national selectors and coaches.
2. An advancing skills squad are those from the previous Silver Squad and others identified by the national selectors. These follow a training programme provided by academy coaches and must participate in the Z-Squad programme in their districts to become eligible for consideration for invitation to the national camp.
3. The national camp - players invited in the current manner, using collated Z-Squad lists as a starting point will be held biennially.
4. Biennially, 4-6 players per gender, in the Gold Squad, will be selected “safe”; the remainder l attend the Gold Squad camp along with those identified from the biennial national camp.
5. Selectors will then identify the Gold Squad, 12 players per gender, for next series of camps. The newly formed Gold Squad attends the first camp.
6. If possible five camps will be held before the next national camp.
7. From the second Gold squad camp selectors can decide the three “safe” players of each gender and then invite players from either the national camp or first Gold Squad camps to compete against the remainder of the Gold Squad.  As any player may have an off week-end, opportunities are provided for players to showcase true performance levels.
8. After the camp selectors may retain squad or make changes.
9. All Gold Squad vacancies which may occur in the biennial period, will be filled as in Point 7.
10. The Gold Squad selection criteria must include:
A. The men’s squad will have three players of colour and the women’s squad two.
B. The squad must include a balanced spread of players able to play in various positions and interpret formats required at International events.
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1. This system will ensure South Africa identify the best 24 available to select our teams competing internationally
2. Ensure Gold Squad members practice regularly to maintain form.
3. Players not in the Gold Squad and those in the Advancing Skills Squad will be encouraged to continue improving their skills knowing they have a chance of invitation to any Gold Squad camp within the 2-year cycle.
4. Should selectors change during the two-year cycle, the incumbents will immediately possess input and, therefore, may select teams from the Gold Squad.
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